TEEN PAGEANTS UK
Safeguarding & Child Protection Policy

1. Purpose and Scope
Teen Pageants UK is committed to ensuring that all young people who engage with our organisation are protected, supported and empowered.
To protect children and young people (aged under 18) who participate in Teen Pageants UK activities.
To provide staff, volunteers and stakeholders with clear safeguarding principles and procedures.
To ensure all safeguarding concerns are identified, reported and managed appropriately.
This policy applies to all individuals working on behalf of Teen Pageants UK, including directors, staff, volunteers, judges, chaperones and contractors.
2. Legal Framework
This policy is informed by UK safeguarding legislation and guidance, including:
Children Act 1989 & 2004
Working Together to Safeguard Children
Keeping Children Safe in Education (where applicable)
Data Protection Act 2018 & UK GDPR
3. We Believe That
Every child and young person has the right to feel safe, valued and respected.
The welfare of the child is paramount in all decisions.
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
All children deserve equal protection from harm.
A respectful and empowering environment is essential.
4. We Recognise That
Some young people may be more vulnerable.
Safeguarding includes protection from all forms of harm.
Pageant environments must be managed safely and appropriately.
5. We Will Keep Young People Safe By
Treating all participants with respect and fairness.
Appointing a Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL).
Ensuring appropriate supervision at all events.
Implementing a clear code of conduct.
Ensuring all activities are age-appropriate.
Operating a strict anti-bullying policy.
Ensuring safe use of media and social platforms.
Providing clear reporting procedures.
Ensuring staff understand safeguarding responsibilities.
Creating an environment where young people feel safe to speak up.
6. Safer Recruitment
Carrying out appropriate background checks.
Ensuring all staff understand safeguarding expectations.
Providing guidance and supervision.
7. Managing Concerns
Taking all safeguarding concerns seriously.
Responding promptly and confidentially.
Recording and reporting concerns appropriately.
Working with parents and authorities where needed.
Prioritising the safety of the child.
8. Online Safety & Social Media
Monitoring official platforms.
Promoting safe online behaviour.
Ensuring communication is appropriate.
Avoiding private messaging between adults and minors.
9. Anti-Bullying Commitment
Zero tolerance to bullying.
Immediate action when concerns arise.
Promoting kindness and inclusion.
10. Health & Safety
Safe venues and environments.
Appropriate supervision ratios.
Risk assessments for all activities.
Clear emergency procedures.
11. Contact Details
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL): TBC for 2026 even
Deputy Safeguarding Lead: Catherine Dekker
Senior Safeguarding Lead / Director: Natasjha Dekker
12. External Support
NSPCC Helpline: 0808 800 5000
13. Policy Review
Last reviewed:  24 March 2026
Signed: Natasjha Dekker
Date: 25 March 2026
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